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Overview

International Institute of Humanitarian Law

International Refugee Law and Migration Law Department

By the end of 2018, there were over 68.5 million forcibly displaced persons worldwide. Among these,
more than 25.4 million were refugees, 3.1 million were asylum seekers, and 40 million were internally
displaced persons (IDPs). While at least 10 million individuals are considered stateless nowadays and do
not receive protection from any State,1 also mixed migration flows make it increasingly difficult to
identify vulnerable individuals, including migrants and refugees who require referral to appropriate
services and assistance. As the number of persons in need of protection is increasing and new
emergencies are arising, which force individuals into irregular and dangerous situations, an appropriate
and inclusive response is fundamental. Such a response requires adequate national, regional and
international legal frameworks, and effective protection mechanisms based on the involvement of key
stakeholders at all levels, including refugees, asylum seekers, IDPs, stateless persons, and migrants.

On these grounds, the International Institute of
Humanitarian Law (hereinafter, “the Institute”),
through its International Refugee Law and
Migration Law Department (hereinafter, “the
Department”) aims at filling the gaps in
knowledge and skills of government and civil
society officials engaged in work with people in
need of protection. Through its training, capacity-
building, and horizontal sharing of experiences,
the Institute advocates for the safeguarding of
rights in a way that complements and adds on the
efforts of donors in the field of protection of
refugees, IDPs, stateless persons and migrants.

The Institute is an independent, non-profit, humanitarian organization founded in 1970. Following
years of quality courses, the Institute has earned an international reputation in the field of training and
in the dissemination of all aspects of International Humanitarian Law and Refugee Law. The neutral
location of the Institute in Sanremo, Italy, and its well-known notoriety of independence, academic rigor
and creative learning methodologies, attract a wide range of participants from different professional
backgrounds and nationalities. Such diversity generates in-depth discussions and constructive exchanges
of points of view and experiences. Participants appreciate the logistic arrangements provided by the
Institute’s staff and approachable team of lecturers and facilitators, who make them feel very welcomed
and valued. These factors create a unique multinational environment, which has come to be known as
“the Spirit of Sanremo”.

1 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Figures at a Glance, available at: http://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-

a-glance.html [accessed 13 December 2018]
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With the support of its donors, the Department organized eighteen courses in 2018:

• 93rd Course on International Refugee Law [English)

• 4th Course on Statelessness [English]

• 2nd Course on Protecting the Rights of Migrants [French]

• 14th Course on the Law of Internal Displacement [English]

• 94th Course on International Refugee Law [French]

• 95th Course on International Refugee Law [English]

• 2nd Course on Refugee Law for Sudanese Officials [Arabic]

• 5th Course on Statelessness [Arabic]

• 14th Course on International Migration Law [English]

• 6th Course on Statelessness [English]

• 4th Course on Refugee Law for Jordanian Officials [Arabic]

• 96th Course on International Refugee Law [Arabic]

• 15th Course on the Law of Internal Displacement [English]

• 15th Course on International Migration Law [English]

• 97th Course on International Refugee Law [English]

• 4th Capacity-Building Course on International Refugee Law for the League of Arab States [Arabic]

• 5th Capacity-Building Course on Internal Displacement for the League of Arab States [Arabic]

• 6th Capacity Building Course on Statelessness for the League of Arab States [Arabic]

All of the courses organized within the Department shared the following overarching objectives:

• To increase participants' ability to apply the relevant international norms underpinning the protection of
refugees, IDPs, stateless persons and migrants;

• To encourage the sharing of experiences among participants with regard to policy, legislation and
implementation and monitoring mechanisms;

• To promote the respect for, domestication and implementation of the relevant corresponding human
rights frameworks and instruments;

• To encourage governments to establish or improve existing legislation and policies on the protection of
refugees, IDPs, stateless persons, and migrants.

2018 activities
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Teaching methodology and evaluation

One of the key features of the Department’s courses is its participatory and creative teaching
methodology, which effectively enables the audience to simultaneously develop knowledge and skills,
in a highly interactive way. Participants are engaged in simulations, case studies, group discussions and
other practical activities led by the facilitators and have the opportunity to interact with practitioners and
experts in the field of international protection, who facilitate the various thematic sessions included in
the trainings’ programmes.

Therefore, the Department’s approach strikes a fine balance between theory and practice, allows the
audience to exchange experiences and ideas, and utilizes the participants’ existing skills to deal with
complex legal issues in a pragmatic manner. The teaching methodology and the facilitators are frequently
cited as highlights of the courses in the evaluations filled by participants.

With the objective of ensuring a high quality of learning and satisfaction for its audience, the
Department’s courses are constantly subject to rigorous review for content and relevance. Whereas
sessions and themes are regularly changed and updated based on specific needs, challenges, new policy
standards, and most recent events, also the feedback and suggestions provided by participants are a
strong contributor to the consistent development of the Department’s offerings.

The impact of each course is assessed using the Kirkpatrick scale, Level 1 – Reaction – and Level 2 –
Knowledge Learning. For Level 1, participants are invited to fill daily and final evaluation forms, covering
different aspects of the training to measure their levels of satisfaction and active engagement. While the
daily forms include a rating for each session of the day as well as spaces for comments and suggestions
for improvement, the final evaluations survey the course as a whole, including content, methodology,
length, facilitation, logistics, and expected impact. For assessing Level 2, which measures the progress of
the class in terms of knowledge, an e-voting software, the i-Clickers, is adopted to enable participants to
respond to questions electronically and view the statistics of their answers in real time. This innovative
tool is highly reviewed by participants who appreciate the added interactivity beyond paper evaluation
forms.
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The 2018 increase of applicants for the trainings, together with their
consistent geographical and professional diversity.

A total of 1,023 persons applied to the general and specific courses
organized by the Department.

Of these, 583 participants were selected and attended the courses on
International Refugee Law, the Law of Internal Displacement, the
protection of Stateless persons, and Migration Law. This figure represents
the highest achieved number of participants’ attendance in a year since
the first course held in 1982.2

In 2018, a total number of 114 countries were represented.

The participation to the trainings of individuals from all backgrounds,
successfully achieved through the generous contribution of the Institute’s
donors, added value to each course, and encouraged fruitful exchanges of
experiences and best practices among diverse audiences.

Donors’ support allowed the granting of 176 scholarships (109 full and
26 half scholarships, as well as 41 fee exemptions) to participants from
developing countries.

The courses were delivered by 54 facilitators and speakers (gender ratio:
19 male / 35 female) with notorious expertise on the topics covered.

Out of the eighteen courses delivered by the Department in 2018, nine
were in English, seven in Arabic, and two in French.

Key figures

2 Since 1982, a total number of 4,428 individuals participated to the courses.

583
participants

114
countries

176
scholarships

54
facilitators and

speakers

1023
applications

Courses on International Refugee Law in 2018:

Five courses held in Sanremo
Offered in English, French and Arabic
197 participants
69 countries

Courses on the Law of Internal Displacement
in 2018:

Two courses held in Sanremo
Offered in English
50 participants
29 countries

Courses on Statelessness in 2018:

Three courses held in Sanremo
Offered in English and Arabic
89 participants
36 countries

Courses on Migration Law in 2018:

Three courses held in Sanremo
Offered in English and French
103 participants
60 countries

Specific courses in 2018:

Two courses on Refugee Law delivered in
Geneva for Sudanese government officials and at
the Dead Sea for Jordanian government officials

Three Capacity-Building Courses on
International Refugee Law, Internal Displacement
and Statelessness delivered in Tunis for League of
Arab States institutions and member States

Offered in Arabic and attended by 144
participants (25 from Sudan, 34 from Jordan, and
85 from League of Arab States institutions and
Member States)
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The figures by course and 2018 calendar of activities of the Department can be found
in the following table:

Course Language Location Date
Participants and
countries

Gender ratio
(male/female)

93rd Course on International

Refugee Law
English Sanremo 17-21 April

30 participants from 20

countries
12/17

4th Course on Statelessness English Sanremo 8-11 May
36 participants from 24

countries
21/15

4th Capacity-Building Course on

International Refugee Law for the

League of Arab States

Arabic Tunis 9-11 May
30 participants from 13

countries
28/2

2nd Course on Protecting

the Rights of Migrants
French Sanremo

28 May-

1 June

38 participants from 16

countries
22/16

14th Course on the Law of

Internal Displacement
English Sanremo 11-15 June

25 participants from 21

countries
16/9

94th Course on

InternationalRefugee Law
French Sanremo 19-23 June

43 participants from 17

countries
28/16

95th Course on

InternationalRefugee Law
English Sanremo 26-30 June

42 participants from 28

countries
18/24

2nd Course on Refugee Law for

Sudanese Officials
Arabic Geneva 16-20 July

25 participants from

Sudan
21/4

5th Capacity-Building Course on

Internal Displacement for the

League of Arab States

Arabic Tunis 19-21 July
30 participants from 13

countries
28/2

5th Course on Statelessness Arabic Sanremo
17-20

September

30 participants from 13

countries
23/7

14th Course on International

Migration Law
English Sanremo

24-28

September

36 participants from 29

countries
15/21

6th Course on Statelessness English Sanremo
16-19

October

23 participants from 15

countries
8/15

4th Course on Refugee Law for

Jordanian Officials
Arabic Amman 5-8 November 34 participants 27/7

96th Course on International

Refugee Law
Arabic Sanremo

13-17

November

34 participants from 13

countries
28/6

15th Course on the Law of

Internal Displacement
English Sanremo

27 November-

1 December

25 participants from 14

countries
16/9

15th Course on International

Migration Law
English Sanremo 4-8 December

29 participants from 24

countries
11/18

97th Course on International

Refugee Law
English Sanremo

11-15

December

48 participants from 32

countries
26/22

6th Capacity-Building Course on

Statelessness for the League of

Arab States

Arabic Tunis
17-19

December

25 participants from 10

countries
21/4
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147
Middle East

76
Europe

241
Africa

81
Asia - Pacific

7
North

America

31
Latitn America

And Caribbean

Reach of our programme in 2018

The reach of the Department around the world is best illustrated by the following map which shows the
number of participants per region.

Total participants: 583 - Total countries represented: 114
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Key achievements
With its increase of course offerings and number of applicants, in 2018 the Department reached a

record number of trainings, participants and countries represented since 1982.3

In comparison to the previous year, the Institute’s Department increased the total number of general
courses, most notably by adding: one Course on the Law of Internal Displacement, delivered in English;
one Course on Statelessness, offered in English; and one Course on Migration Law, held in English.

The 2018 trainings received an overall strongly
positive grade. In the final evaluations of each
course, participants were asked to express their
satisfaction with the training using a 0-10 scale,
resulting in an average grade of satisfaction 9/10.
In addition, the majority of participants
emphasized the applicability of the acquired
knowledge to their professional roles.

In line with The New York Declaration’s call for
a new whole of society approach by host countries
with regards to international protection, the
Institute has continued to extend the reach of its
courses in 2018 to include a wider representation
of entities able to pool their forces to respond to
the situation faced by affected communities.

The traditional and consolidated participation to the trainings of senior and mid-level government
officials, and local authorities has been accompanied by an increased interest and participation by
practitioners, community representatives, non-governmental organizations and international
organizations. In 2018, the number of applications of members of the academia, judges, and private
lawyers doing pro bono work, has sharply increased. This constitutes a new trend concerning the profile
of participants, which reaffirms the recognized quality of the courses. In addition, it is worth noting that
several government officials assigned to Permanent Missions in Geneva, who also participate in the
Executive Committee of UNHCR, attended the trainings.

The Department´s commitment to strengthen the framework for cooperation for international protection
has also been confirmed by: the Institute’s registration to the world’s largest corporate responsibility
initiative, the United Nations Global Compact; the Institute’s participation to the Academic Network
established under the Global Compact on Refugees, organized in Geneva on 13-14 November 2018; and
the request by specific governments to have tailored and country-based courses in loco organized by the
Department.

Record number of
trainings, participants

and countries
represented

Average grade of
satisfaction 9/10

3 Sixteen courses were organized and delivered by the Department in 2017 attended by 549 participants.
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Way forward
In 2019, the Department will continue to offer: courses on International Refugee Law in English, French

and Arabic; courses on the Law of Internal Displacement in English and, for the first time, in French;
courses on Statelessness in English and Arabic; as well as courses on Migration Law in English and
French.

As in the previous year, in 2019 the Department will regularly update its academic programmes and
modules to reflect the new realities and adapt to the current global challenges and circumstances. Using
an interactive methodology, it will pilot new sessions related to humanitarian advocacy skills, the
protection of refugee and migrant children, detention and alternatives, and migration management.

The feedbacks received from the audiences of the 2018 courses, together with the discussions with key
stakeholders and speakers of the trainings, made it clear that accompanying theoretical content with both
practical exercises (such as simulations, case studies, and role plays) and an advocacy component, will
equip participants with a stronger skillset that can lead to changes in policy or practice.

The Department will continue reaching out to a diversified audience, providing a neutral forum for
interaction between governmental and non-governmental actors, and promoting diversity of participants
and speakers, from a professional and geographical perspective. Most notably, the Department will
continue promoting gender equality, in spite of the fact that the latter has yet to be reflected in many
government structures. It will encourage female participation to its courses, by maximizing its efforts to
reach out to women, and by including a special mention to female participation in the 2019 call of
applications.

Standard Operating Procedures will be drafted and implemented to formalize administrative processes
within the Department such as selection criteria and granting of scholarships, cancellation and
reimbursement policies, and others.

In 2019, the Department will enhance its follow-up efforts with participants after courses end in order
to maximize impact. This will include piloting follow-up surveys to course participants, as well as
conducting post-course interviews. Focus will be placed on countries undergoing policy changes and
playing key roles in the context of the Global Compacts.

Finally, in 2019, the Department will continue seeking the support of new donors and will maintain
and strengthen its partnership with its traditional contributors.
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Detailed description of the courses

The following section provides further details on each of the courses offered

within the Department, as well as a brief overview of the teaching and assessment

methodology.
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Courses on International Refugee Law

The general courses on International Refugee Law have been held since 1982. The five-day training is
organized in cooperation with UNHCR and with the support of the Swiss State Secretariat for Migration
and the US State Department (Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration). The courses are delivered
in English, French and Arabic, thus making it possible for a wider number of government officials and
practitioners from different regions to participate.

The International Refugee Law courses have been developed primarily to train senior and mid-level
government officials who are involved in the formulation and implementation of legislation and policy
affecting persons in need of international protection. Over the years, the trainings have expanded their
reach to different profiles, welcoming staff of NGOs and international organizations as well as scholars
and researchers. Recently, the number of members of the judiciary and lawyers, including those doing
pro bono work has also sharply increased. This variety of backgrounds provides participants with the
opportunity to exchange best practices and experiences.

The courses include sessions on the international legal framework governing the protection of refugees,
mixed migratory movements, Refugee Status Determination – criteria and case study –, security concerns,
interviewing techniques, IDPs, protection within the displacement cycle, addressing statelessness,
seeking solutions, and humanitarian negotiation and advocacy techniques – theory and interactive
exercise. The trainings conclude with what has become a key component of the Department’s courses,
the so-called “Capstone session”, a two-hour activity that allows participants to brainstorm, as they re-
explore and recap the topics of the training in order to present them to the rest of the class in an
interactive way.

The courses on International Refugee Law aim at:

▪ Promoting law, principles and policies relating to the protection of persons in need of protection;

▪ Developing a common understanding among participants on how these legislations and policies can be

promoted and implemented at the national level by a variety of stakeholders;

▪ Enhancing the skills of participants in developing and applying policies and standards in conformity with

principles of international law;

▪ Developing a positive attitude among participants towards the protection of refugees and other

uprooted people.
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Courses on the Law of Internal Displacement

The courses on the Law of Internal Displacement are organized by the Institute, in collaboration with
the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons, and with
the support of UNHCR and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland. The courses are delivered in
English and, as of 2019, in French.

The trainings meet the increasing demand for up-to-date information on internal displacement and the
applicable law, policies and standards, including coordination mechanisms for prompt and efficient
protection responses. Courses have traditionally targeted government officials responsible for and
dealing with IDPs-related issues. In recent years, the trainings have also received staff from international
agencies, NGOs, and grass-roots organizations. The diversity among participants´ profiles allows the
class to further acknowledge the importance of addressing IDP issues within a holistic and multi-
stakeholder approach.

The courses cover the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement and the Kampala Convention as the
first binding regional instrument, definition of an IDP and IDPs legal protection regime, protection within
diversity and IDP participation, sexual and gender-based violence in displacement, data collection for
the protection of IDPs, durable solutions – criteria and indicators –, transitional justice, humanitarian
negotiation – theory and practice –, law and policy drafting, governance and coordination. The courses
also explore specific protection issues, such as housing, land, property and civil documentation.

The courses on the Law of Internal Displacement aim at:

▪ Increasing the participants’ understanding of the international norms and standards on the protection of IDPs;

▪ Encouraging the sharing of experiences among the participants regarding international implementation and

monitoring mechanisms;

▪ Promoting the use and implementation of the Guiding Principles of Internal Displacement;

▪ Encouraging governments to establish or improve existing legislation and policies on the protection of IDPs.
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Courses on Statelessness

The courses on Statelessness are organized in cooperation with UNHCR, and with the support of the
Swiss State Secretariat for Migration. The trainings are delivered in English and Arabic to expand the
reach also to participants from the Middle East and North Africa. In recent years, the number of
applications from Asia-Pacific candidates to the Statelessness trainings has strongly increased.

The courses respond to the need of enhancing the ability of participants to prevent, reduce and resolve
statelessness situations, and to identify and protect stateless persons. The programme is mainly designed
for government officials, NGOs, and practitioners dealing with Statelessness and related issues.

The curricula of the courses range from the adoption of the international conventions and development
of corresponding national legislation, to the work with stateless persons in the field. Classes include
lectures and case studies on key concepts and the international legal framework related to nationality
and statelessness, the causes and impacts of statelessness, the overview of stateless populations around
the world, including a special attention to stateless children, the #IBelong Campaign to End Statelessness,
and an outlook on future prospects of statelessness-related situations. One of the most appreciated
sessions of the courses is the one dedicated to questions and answers with a stateless person. This allows
the class to get a closer and more pragmatic insight of the challenges and obstacles to the full enjoyment
of rights faced by those who are not recognized as nationals by any State.

The growing interest in specific topics related to Statelessness has encouraged the Institute to re-design
the course curricula and to add an extra day to the traditional four-day training.

The courses on Statelessness aim at:

▪ Increasing participants’ ability to deal with the phenomenon of statelessness;

▪ Encouraging the sharing of good practices among participants on how to reduce and prevent statelessness and

protect stateless persons;

▪ Promoting the use and the implementation of UNHCR’s Global Action Plan to End Statelessness within 10 years

as part of the #IBelong Campaign;

▪ Encouraging governments to accede to the Statelessness Conventions, establish or improve the implementation

of safeguards against statelessness in nationality laws and remove gender discrimination from nationality laws.
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Courses on Migration

The courses on Migration Law and on the Protection of the Rights of Migrants are organized with the
support of the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and with the contribution of the
Organisation Internationale de La Francophonie (OIF), UNHCR, and the Swiss State Secretariat for
Migration. The trainings are delivered in English and French.

The courses are designed for government officials, representatives of NGOs and international
organizations, and other members of the civil society including academia. Due to the actuality of the
topic, this training has rapidly become one of the most sought for among those offered by the Institute.

One of the key components of these courses is its dynamism in terms of updated contents and exercises,
which aims at responding to the volatile nature of the migration phenomenon. The trainings cover topics
such as rights and responsibilities of States and migrants, key concepts on international migration,
universal and specific protection regimes, forced displacement and mixed movements, protection at sea,
migrants’ rights (including labor, social and cultural rights), migrant children, family reunification,
human trafficking and smuggling, access to the territory, detention and alternatives, expulsion and return.
The courses also include a presentation on the Global Compact on Refugees and on Safe, Orderly and
Regular Migration.

The courses on Migration aim at:

▪ Promoting law, principles and policies relating to the protection of migrants;

▪ Increasing the participants’ ability to promote and implement good migration management systems;

▪ Enhancing the skills of participants in developing and applying policies and standards in conformity with

principles of international law;

▪ Encouraging the sharing of good practices among participants and the implementation of the acquired

knowledge and skills in their own countries.

Specific courses
The Department also organizes ad hoc tailored courses at the request of donors, international

organizations ́ country offices, and key stakeholders. These trainings respond to country and region-
specific needs in the context of mixed migration, and foster sharing of information, practices and
experiences, and increase the knowledge of the local civil society.

In 2018, the Department held five specific courses in Arabic on Refugee Law, Internal Displacement
and Statelessness, targeting government officials from Sudan, Jordan, and the League of Arab States.
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2 0 1 9
C a l e n d a r

International Refugee Law and Migration Programme

98th Course on International Refugee Law 19-23 March 2019 - English

7th Course on Statelessness 16-19 April 2019 - Arabic

99th Course on International Refugee Law 14-18 May 2019 - French

3rd Course on the Rights of Migrants 27-31 May 2019 - French

16th Course on International Migration Law 04-08 June 2019 - English

16th Course on the Law of Internal Displacement 10-14 June 2019 - English

8th Course on Statelessness 17-21 June 2019 - English

100th Course on International Refugee Law 21-26 October 2019 - English

101st Course on International Refugee Law 29 October – 02 November 2019 - English

17th Course on International Migration Law 19-23 November 2019 - English

17th Course on the Law of Internal Displacement 25-29 November 2019 - English

18th Course on the Law of Internal Displacement 26-30 November 2019 - French

102nd Course on International Refugee Law 10-14 December 2019 - English

103rd Course on International Refugee Law 17-21 December 2019 - Arabic

More information and registration forms at http://www.iihl.org/rmd/
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Beyond training


