
Course 1 - IHL in Depth 

Online Courses on IHL/LOAC

This course will take key themes of IHL and seek to provide participants with an in depth understanding
of them using a combination of presentations, self-paced exercise work and interactive exercise work
and debriefing. Themes to be examined are:
      i.  Classification of conflict and its influence on operations;
      ii.  Jus in Bello principles and their practical application;
      iii. Human Rights, Responsibility and Accountability;
      iv. Legal Aspects of working with partners;
      v.  Future issues in IHL.

The course will be delivered over a 4-6-week period involving two live sessions per week and self-paced
sessions. The course will examine the practical implications for the conduct of operations of each of the
major themes using exercise examples and discussion sessions. It will be delivered by a combination of
academics and military presenters. The target audience is primarily lawyers working in the field whether
in a military or civilian capacity although it would be valuable for military operators with some previous
exposure to legal issues.

Course 2 – Law at the Operational Level

Much IHL/LOAC training is focussed at the Tactical level and individual action but less is directed at the
Operational and Strategic levels of war, yet it is at those levels that many of the key decisions which
require legal input are made. The course will use the Operational Planning Process (OLPP) as a handrail
for training on the inclusion of legal considerations into that process. The OLPP doctrine used will be
AJP-5 as this is available on open source. While it is a NATO document the OLPP concepts and tools it
uses are common to most planning processes. It will use a similar methodology to IIHL in Depth The
self-paced session work will form the basis for part of the second live session thereby providing
practical exercises to confirm the presentational content. Approximately 60% of the course will deal
with planning and 40% with the management of the conduct of operations. Areas to be covered
include:
      i.  Mission Analysis looking at the strategic and operational legal environment;
      ii.  COA Development and translation of objectives into actions;
      iii. Legal aspects of the Joint Action Model;
      iv. Management of Effects;
      v.  Command Responsibility;
      vi. Investigations and Lessons.

The target audience is both operators and legal advisers involved or likely to be involved in planning at
the operational level. For legal advisers it will give some doctrinal training of the planning process and
for operators a greater insight into the impact of legal considerations. The course would also be
valuable for those active in the IHL field for who would benefit from an insight into how international
law impacts the planning and conduct of operations and how those processes work.
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Course 3 – Legal Aspects of Effect
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Delivering effect is what armed forces do but the legal and policy regime aspects of managing the
delivery of effect are not widely understood. This is partly because most courses that cover these
aspects are classified either within a national context or an alliance one. The Institute has for many
years delivered courses on Targeting and ROE and this course will deliver portions of those courses
along with a module on Cyber Effects and the law applicable to those. 

The course will be over 4-6 weeks and have a module on each topic and follow a similar methodology
to the other courses. It will not be as in depth as the individual ROE and Targeting Courses but give an
introduction to the topics. The course would be valuable for both military and civilian participants
wishing to understand the procedures and legal consideration which form part of the decision making
on the delivery of effect. The Institute is one of the few places which delivers training on subjects such
as these at an unclassified level.


