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The President Lt. Gen. (rtd) Giorgio Battisti 
attend the Closing Ceremony of the 194th 
International Military Course on IHL
11 April 2025

The President of the Institute, Lieutenant General 
Giorgio Battisti, attended the closing ceremony 
of the 194th International Military Course on 
International Humanitarian Law, held in Salon-
de-Provence. He was joined by Secretary General 
Gian Luca Beruto, and together they were 
welcomed by Commissioner General Jean Le 
Roch, Director of the École des Commissaires des 
Armées (ECA). Their participation highlighted the 
ongoing commitment of the Institute to fostering 
international cooperation and underscored the 
strong partnership with the ECA in advancing 
military training and the promotion of IHL.

The Delegation of the National Committee for 
Humanitarian Law of Qatar visits the Institute
29 April 2025

On April 19, the Sanremo Institute had the 
honour of hosting a distinguished delegation 
from the National Committee for Humanitarian 
Law of the State of Qatar. The visit took place at 
the beautiful Villa Ormond and coincided with 
the 193rd International Military Course on LOAC 

organized by the Military Department. During 
the visit the delegation presented a proposal for 
a Memorandum of Understanding, with the aim 
of formalizing cooperation between the Institute 
and the State. This MoU is expected to pave the 
way for a deeper collaboration in areas such as 
international law, human rights advocacy and the 
promotion of humanitarian values on the global 
stage. 
The delegation was led by the Vice President 
of the National Committee for International 
Humanitarian Law, alongside other key members. 
As emphasized by the President of the Institute, 
these initiatives highlight the shared commitment 
to strengthening collaboration between Qatar and 
the IIHL. 

The Institute in Riyadh with the Standing 
Committee of International Humanitarian Law 
in Saudi Arabia
6 May 2025

On  May 6th, 2025, a delegation from the 
International Institute of Humanitarian Law, 
comprising its President, General Battisti; 
the Secretary General, Gian Luca Beruto; and 
Mr. Edoardo Gimigliano, visited the Standing 
Committee of International Humanitarian Law 
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, represented 
by Secretary-General Abdullah Medrek Alrwaily 
and his staff. The purpose of the visit was to 
strengthen cooperation between the Institute and 
the Committee, resulting in the establishment 
of a Joint Executive Program. This initiative aims 
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to enhance the complementarity of their efforts 
in promoting and disseminating the culture of 
international humanitarian law through joint 
research, academic collaboration, and advisory 
activities.

Opening of the registrations for the 48th 
Sanremo Round Table 
25 May 2025

In June 2025, the International Institute 
of Humanitarian Law officially opened the 
registrations for its flagship event, the 48th 
Sanremo Round Table, held in cooperation with 
the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
which will be held at Villa Ormond, Sanremo (Italy) 
in a hybrid format, with live broadcasting online.
This year’s theme “From Peace to War and Back: 
Putting IHL at the Center” will explore the role of 
the international humanitarian law in navigating 
the transition between peace and armed conflict. 
From the development of IHL as a safeguard for 
peace, to humanitarian disarmament, hybrid 
threats, negotiations and peacebuilding, the 
conference will tackle a wide range of pressing 
and timely issues shaping today’s international 
landscape. 

Strengthening cooperation on dissemination 
of IHL: Institute's President visits the Lieber 
Institute at USMA West Point
16 June 2025

In June 2025, the President of the International 
Institute of Humanitarian Law, General (Ret.) 
Giorgio Battisti, and the Secretary-General, Mr. 
Gian Luca Beruto, visited the Lieber Institute for 
Law and Land Warfare at the United States Military 
Academy, West Point.

The visit marked a significant step forward in the 
collaboration between the two institutions, which 
share a deep commitment to the promotion and 
dissemination of International Humanitarian Law. 
During the visit, discussions focused on shared 
objectives, research priorities, and opportunities 
for academic and operational cooperation in the 
field of IHL and the law of armed conflict.
A highlight of the visit was the official signing of 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between 
the IIHL and the Lieber Institute. This agreement 
formalizes the partnership between the two 
institutions and outlines key areas of cooperation, 
including joint research, mutual participation in 
academic events, and the exchange of expertise 
and training resources. This visit, and the signing 
of the MoU, reflects the IIHL’s continuing mission 
to serve as a global platform for advancing the 
understanding and application of International 
Humanitarian Law in both military and civilian 
contexts

President of the International Institute of 
Humanitarian Law Attends Ceremony at Swiss 
Embassy in Rome
Rome, 18 June 2025

On June 18th, the President of the Sanremo 
Institute, Lt. Gen. (rtd) Giorgio Battisti, attended 
an official ceremony at the Embassy of Switzerland 
in Rome The event marked the conclusion of Lt. 
Col. Laurence Boillat’s mission in Italy as Defence 
Attaché and Dean of the CAME group, and also 
served to welcome her successor, Colonel SMG 
Christof Gertsch.
The invitation to the IIHl President was extended 
by His Excellency Roberto Balzaretti, Ambassador 
of Switzerland to Italy, in recognition of the 
longstanding collaboration between the Swiss 
defence community and the Sanremo-based 
Institute.

President Lt. General (rtd) Giorgio Battisti took 
part in the 166th anniversary of the Battle of 
Solferino
24 June 2025

166 years have passed since the Battle of Solferino, 
a pivotal moment not only in the journey toward 
Italian unification, but also in the birth of one of 
the world’s greatest humanitarian movements.
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Every year, thousands of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent volunteers and members gather in 
the symbolic towns of Solferino and Castiglione 
delle Stiviere to honor the legacy of those events 
and renew their commitment to the Movement’s 
Fundamental Principles.

It was here that Henry Dunant, profoundly 
moved by the horrors of that tragic war, laid the 
foundations for what would become a universal 
humanitarian action. This legacy was also a key 
focus of the recent 47th Sanremo Round Table, 
where participants reflected on the importance 
of historical memory in promoting international 
humanitarian law and responding to today’s 
global challenges. 
On this meaningful occasion, President Lt. General 
(Ret.) Giorgio Battisti took part in the official 
ceremony commemorating the 166th anniversary, 
paying tribute to a moment in history that 
continues to guide and inspire work, grounded 
in the principles of humanity, neutrality, and 
solidarity.

194th Cours Militaire International sur le DIH
31 March – 11 April 2025

The 194th Cours International Militaire sur le DIH 
was held in Salon-de-Provence as a two-week 
French-language foundation course on the Law of 
Armed Conflict (LOAC). Organized by the Institute 
in collaboration with the École de Commissaires 
des Armées (ECA), the course welcomed 78 
participants from France and 2 participants 
from Cambodia. As a foundational program, the 
course is designed for military officers—both 

operators and legal advisors—as well as civilians 
seeking to understand and apply LOAC principles. 
Through expert instruction, participants gain a 
solid grounding in LOAC, enabling them to apply 
its principles effectively in various operational 
contexts

193rd International Military Course on the Law 
of Armed Conflict
28 April - 9 May 2025

This edition brought together 45 participants from 
22 countries, reflecting the truly international 
nature of the course. Instruction and discussions 
were conducted in four languages: Arabic, English, 
Portuguese, and Spanish — fostering inclusive 
dialogue and deeper mutual understanding. The 
general aim of the course is to provide military 
officers, including operators and military lawyers, 
as well as civilians, with the opportunity to learn 
how to apply the principles and rules of the Laws 
of Armed Conflict (LOAC). We extend our sincere 
appreciation to our distinguished teaching 
staff, whose expertise, professionalism, and 
commitment were instrumental in the success 
of the course. Our gratitude also goes to all 
participants for their active engagement, valuable 
contributions, and dedication throughout the 
program. Your presence enriched the learning 
environment and strengthened the spirit of 
international cooperation

54th Advanced Course on International 
Humanitarian Law (Arabic)
12 - 16 May 2025

The San Remo Advanced Course on International 
Humanitarian Law (IHL) is a week-long intensive 
course designed to refine and deepen participants’ 
understanding of key areas in IHL to equip them 
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to advise on complex issues and novel situations. 
This course brought together 21 participants 
from 6 countries, offering a valuable platform 
for in-depth discussion and advanced learning on 
key IHL topics. The course was conducted entirely 
in Arabic. Topics were covered using a plenary-
based approach, amplified by contemporary case 
studies.

THE FRANÇOISE HAMPSON 55th Advanced 
Course on International Humanitarian Law 
(English)
19 - 23 May 2025

The Institute had the honor of conducting the 55th 
Advanced Course on International Humanitarian 
Law (IHL) in Sanremo. Conducted entirely in English, 
the course brought together 44 participants 
from 20 different countries, representing a wide 
range of professional backgrounds and regions.
Throughout the week, participants engaged in in-
depth discussions on the foundational principles 
and contemporary challenges of IHL. The diversity 
of experiences and perspectives fostered a rich 
environment of mutual learning, reflection, and 
dialogue — hallmarks of the Sanremo approach 
to legal education.This edition of the course was 
dedicated to the memory of the late Professor 
Françoise Hampson (Human Rights Centre & 
School of Law, University of Essex). Professor 
Hampson was a towering figure at the intersection 
of international humanitarian law, international 
human rights law, and public international 
law. Her legacy extends beyond academia; she 
was a committed practitioner, exemplified by 
her service on the UN Commission of Inquiry 
on Burundi. Professor Hampson cared deeply 
about the International Institute of Humanitarian 
Law. Her many contributions to the Institute 
were marked by integrity, critical insight, and a 
heartfelt commitment to its mission. She held a 
deep affection for Sanremo, and her dedication 
to bridging the gap between theory and practice 
reflected the very spirit of the Institute’s work. She 
is fondly remembered and greatly missed.

Protection of Civilians Course 
2 - 6 June 2025
 
The International Institute of Humanitarian Law 
is proud to announce the successful delivery 
of a newly developed course on the Protection 

of Civilians (POC). Conducted in English, the 
course brought together 15 participants from 10 
countries, each contributing valuable insights and 
perspectives shaped by diverse operational and 
legal experiences.

This course was designed to explore the vital and 
increasingly complex topic of civilian protection 
in contemporary military operations. Through 
a structured and forward-looking program, the 
course placed the POC within its broader legal, 
ethical, and operational contexts, highlighting its 
critical role in today’s conflict environments.
The main teaching objectives of the course were 
to:

•	 Equip participants with a solid understanding 
of the legal frameworks underpinning POC, 
particularly International Humanitarian Law 
(IHL) and International Human Rights Law.

•	 Examine contemporary challenges to civilian 
protection, including those posed by emerging 
technologies such as cyber operations, 
artificial intelligence (AI), and unmanned 
aerial vehicles (UAVs).

•	 Analyze the interplay between military and 
civilian actors and how modern conflict 
environments complicate the protection of 
civilian populations.

•	 Foster awareness of the nature, scope, and 
complexity of protecting civilians in both 
armed conflict and related operational 
settings.

•	 Promote practical application through 
scenario-based learning, interactive 
discussions, and group exercises.

The Institute remains committed to advancing 
knowledge and capabilities in areas essential 
to humanitarian protection and operational 
effectiveness. The introduction of this course 
represents a meaningful step in addressing 
evolving threats and reinforcing the imperative 
to protect civilian lives in all contexts of armed 
conflict.

Detention and Captured Persons Course 
2 - 6 June 2025
 
The International Institute of Humanitarian Law 
is pleased to highlight the successful delivery of 
its course on Detention and Captured Persons 
(CPERS), conducted in English and welcoming 18 
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participants from 10 countries.This course builds 
upon the Institute’s longstanding expertise and 
previous CPERS-related workshops. Drawing on 
over 45 years of experience in military training, 
the course has been crafted by professionals 
with first-hand operational knowledge, ensuring 
relevance, realism, and applicability to today’s 
complex operational environments.

The course aims to equip participants with a 
comprehensive understanding of key areas, 
including:

•	 The legal basis for detention and CPERS status 
in both International Armed Conflicts (IAC) 
and Non-International Armed Conflicts (NIAC)

•	 The planning and conduct of detention 
operations

•	 Intelligence exploitation in detention contexts
•	 Oversight mechanisms for lawful and humane 

detention
•	 Detention considerations in specific types of 

operations

Through expert-led instruction, interactive 
discussions, and scenario-based learning, the 
course provides a solid foundation for those 
working at the intersection of legal and operational 
decision-making

56ème Cours International de Droit Humanitaire 
16 - 20 June 2025
 

The 56th Advanced Course on International 
Humanitarian Law (IHL) was recently held in 
Sanremo, bringing together 19 participants from 8 
countries, each contributing diverse professional 
experiences and national perspectives. The 

course was conducted entirely in French. The 
course followed a plenary-based approach, 
enriched by the use of contemporary case studies. 
Dedicated time was allocated for question-and-
answer sessions, encouraging active interaction 
between participants and providing access to 
recognized experts in the field of IHL.Throughout 
the program, participants engaged in practical 
exercises designed to present issues in a realistic 
yet structured way. These exercises aimed to 
strengthen participants’ abilities to identify 
practical, actionable solutions through the 
application of relevant IHL provisions.
This course continues to offer a unique forum for 
reflection, exchange, and advanced training for 
professionals dedicated to the implementation of 
international humanitarian law.

Online Course on Forced Displacement in 
Today's World: From Theory to Practice (English)
28 April – 16 May 2025

On April 2025, the Refugee Department launched 
a new Online Course titled “Forced Displacement 
in Today’s World: From Theory to Practice”, 
which was developed specifically for advanced 
students and junior professionals. The course, 
held in English, welcomed 36 participants from 
23 countries and presented the key aspects of 
international protection of forcibly displaced and 
stateless persons.
Over three weeks, participants not only examined 
the legal framework and key definitions, but also 
engaged directly with humanitarian practitioners 
in various contexts worldwide and persons with 
lived experience of displacement, providing 
them with crucial insights into how protection is 
carried out in practice and the very real impacts 
that displacement has on people. Topics further 
included the link between climate change and 
displacement, protection risks faced during flight, 
durable solutions and the role participants can 
play in protection. To reinforce learned concepts 
and understand how they relate to each other, 
participants also engaged with a case scenario 
weaved throughout the entire program. Through 
this mix of theory and practice, the course 
provided a foundational understanding of forced 
displacement today.
The following guest speakers joined the Sanremo 
Team in the facilitation of the training: Mr. 
Alexander Oturu, National Commission for 
Refugees, Migrants and Internally Displaced 
Persons (NCFRMI); Dr. Wilma Isaboke, UNHCR; Mr. 
Kristijan Mihajlovski, International Refugee Law 
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expert and lecturer; Mr. Edwin Guillermo Viales 
Mora, Missing Migrants Project IOM Latin America 
and the Caribbean (LAC); Mr. Emanuel Oviedo 
Espinoza, UNHCR; Ms. Julia Schaefermeyer, SOS 
MEDITERRANEE; Ms. Martina Ranieli, IIHL; Mr. 
Opira Bosco Okot, Founder of the Leads and 
Climate Change Activist; Mr. Hiroshi Miyauchi, 
UNHCR; Ms. Laurene Atieno, Refugee Consortium 
of Kenya; Ms. Yana Lyubimova, Congress of IDP 
Councils; Mr. Robert Ghosn, Humanitarian expert; 
Ms. Marie Eychenne, UNHCR; Ms. Sateza Safi, 
Refugee Congress Delegate for Oklahoma and 
Founder of Afghan Student Empowerment in the 
United States (ASEUS).
The online course was directed by Mr. Claudio 
J. Delfabro D., Director of the Department, and 
coordinated by Ms. Abigail Stoffer, Associate 
Coordinator, with the support of Ms. Cristiana 
Cavicchioli, Project Assistant of the Department.

42nd Online Course on International Refugee 
Law (Spanish)
28 April – 23 May 2025

 
The 42nd edition on the Course on International 
Refugee Law was delivered in Spanish, with 
a particular focus on Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and it was supported by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. The 
programme attracted 43 participants from 14 
countries. Attendees included representatives 
from governmental and judicial institutions as well 
as scholars, and staff from local and international 
non-governmental organizations, civil society 
groups, refugee-led organisations and UN 
Agencies, including UNHCR. The training aimed 
to provide participants with a comprehensive 
analysis of key elements in international refugee 
law and the regional legal framework established 
by the 1984 Cartagena Declaration and the Inter-
American System for the Protection of Human 
Rights. It examined how these legal instruments 
complemented each other to ensure the protection 
of refugees' rights. Additionally, the Course 
explored regional trends and particularities of 
the refugee phenomenon, including its causes, 
consequences, phases of displacement, and 
associated protection risks. A cross-cutting 
approach was adopted, addressing issues such as 
human trafficking, smuggling, climate mobility in 
the context of forced displacement and ensuring 
protection within mixed movements situations. 

It also emphasized finding and implementing 
durable solutions for refugees while developing 
responses which take into consideration protection 
and development strategies. The following 
guest speakers joined the Sanremo Team in the 
facilitation of the training: Mr. Marco Formisano, 
UNHCR; Ms. Romina I. Sijniensky, American Court 
of Human Rights; Mr. Juan Ignacio Mondelli, 
UNHCR; Mr. Markel Redondo, UNHCR; Ms. Soledad 
Sánchez, Ministry of the Interior, Eastern Republic 
of Uruguay; Ms. Grainne O’Hara, UNHCR; Mr. 
Eduardo Woltke Martínez, Guatemalan Institute 
of Migration; Ms. Sibylle Kapferer, UNHCR; Mr. 
Massimo Frigo, UNHCR; Ms. Carolina Gottardo, 
International Detention Coalition; Mr. José G 
Miranda, International Refugee Assistance Project; 
Mr. Felipe Navarro, Center for Gender & Refugee 
Studies; Mr. Andrés Pérez Esquivel, Development 
Bank of Latin America and the Caribbean; Mr. 
Carlos Andrés Pérez Gallego, UNODC; Ms. 
Alba Marcellán, UNHCR; Mr. Luís Mejía Rivera, 
State of New York; Ms. María José Marcogliese, 
International consultant and expert in durable 
solutions and complementary pathways; Ms. Ana 
María Diez, Coalition for Venezuela; Ms. Bénédicte 
Voos, UNHCR; Mr. Claudio J. Delfabro D., IIHL.
The online course was directed by Mr. Claudio 
J. Delfabro D., Director of the Department, 
and coordinated by Ms. Clara de Haro, Lead 
Coordinator, with the support of Ms. Louanna 
Herrera, Project Assistant of the Department.

Leadership in Emergency Programme (English)
29 April and 27 May 2025

On April 29 and May 27, the Department delivered 
two sessions in English on Emergency Response 
and Coordination and Protection in Emergency 
for 31 participants in the broader context of the 
Leadership in Emergencies Trainings Programme 
Cycle (eCentre for Africa) developed by the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR).

The Leadership in Emergency Trainings 
Programme Cycle is a Programme designed for 
national-based organizations and local authorities 
involved in humanitarian/emergency response 
that aims at strengthening leadership skills in 
disaster responses and humanitarian settings and 
creating a community of practice through strong 
engagement.
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Leadership in Emergency Programme (French)
6 May and 3 June 2025
On May 6 and June 3, the Department delivered 
two sessions in French on Emergency Response 
and Coordination and Protection in Emergency 
for 39 participants in the broader context of the 
Leadership in Emergencies Trainings Programme 
Cycle (eCentre for Africa) developed by the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR).

The Leadership in Emergency Trainings 
Programme Cycle is a Programme designed for 
national-based organizations and local authorities 
involved in humanitarian/emergency response 
that aims at strengthening leadership skills in 
disaster responses and humanitarian settings and 
creating a community of practice through strong 
engagement.

Consultations on Resettlement and 
Complementary Pathways (CRCP) Advocacy 
Training 
English – Editions I & II
12 May – 16 June 2025

Between May 12 and June 16, R-SEAT and the 
Department have delivered a preparatory training 
for advocates with lived experience of forced 
displacement attending this year's Consultations 
on Resettlement and Complementary Pathways 
(CRCP), which took place in Geneva from June 
25 to 27, 2025. This training is designed to 
support refugee advocates by providing essential 
tools and knowledge to engage meaningfully 
in the technical discussions that shape global 
refugee policy. Over the course of six weeks, two 
cohorts of respectively 17 and 13 participants 
attended six sessions where they deepened their 
understanding of the global refugee regime, 

strengthened their advocacy skills, and explored 
effective ways to contribute to international policy 
spaces.  The training seeks to foster informed and 
impactful participation by refugee participants, 
supporting meaningful refugee participation in 
global processes.

Mixed Movements Workshop (RDPP) 
Editions I & II (Arabic)
7 – 10 April 2025 and 14 – 17 April 2025

 
The Capacity-Sharing Program on Protection within 
Mixed Movements was developed and implemented 
by the Sanremo Institute in collaboration with 
the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), within the framework of the 
sixth phase of the Regional Development and 
Protection Programme for North Africa (RDPP-
NA), a joint initiative of the European Union and 
the Italian Ministry of Interior.  Building on the 
successful delivery of the first tailored workshop 
in 2024, this capacity-development initiative was 
designed in response to growing demands from 
governmental authorities and national institutions 
across North Africa to address the multilayered 
dynamics of mixed movements in the region. 
This 2025 edition, comprising an e-Learning 
phase and a presential phase in Sanremo (Italy), 
sought to deepen participants’ understanding of 
international legal standards, protection-sensitive 
approaches, and cross-cutting protection 
challenges in the context of mixed movements. 
It aimed to strengthen national and regional 
responses through a combination of knowledge-
sharing, interactive exercises, and peer exchange. 
The course reflected the broader objectives of 
RDPP-NA to enhance institutional capacities in key 
thematic areas such as asylum and protection, 
human rights, and migration management, with 
a view to contributing to more sustainable and 
coordinated responses across countries of origin, 
transit, and destination.
The program was entirely delivered in Arabic 
and designed specifically for mid- to senior-level 
officials from national governmental institutions 
and human rights bodies working in sectors 
directly engaged with persons on the move in 
Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, and 
Tunisia. The Program was structured in two 
phases. After an initial e-learning phase, the in-
person phase was implemented by delivering two 
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workshops organized in Sanremo, Italy, from 7 to 
10 April and from 14 to 17 April 2025. Participants 
were able to gather in a neutral setting for 
three and a half days of frontal lectures, group 
conversations, hybrid sessions, and analysis 
of case studies. Through the two back-to-back 
workshops, the in-person phase brought together 
39 participants from the target countries, along 
with representatives of the League of Arab States 
and the Arab Interior Ministers Council.

Training of Trainers on the Introductory Module 
on Mixed Movements (Serbian)
15 – 17 April 2025

Between 15 – 17 April, the Department conducted 
a pilot workshop incorporating a Training-of-
Trainers (ToT) component at the Migration Training 
Center in Plandište, Serbia. This workshop utilized 
the newly developed 'Introductory Module on 
Mixed Movements,' designed by the Department 
for adoption into the Center’s training program.
The development of this module was undertaken 
following an invitation from the UNHCR 
Representation in Serbia. The goal was to create 
a sustainable training resource for the Center's 
ongoing program, which is managed by the 
Commissariat for Refugees and Migrations of 
the Republic of Serbia. The module provides 
comprehensive materials for trainers and future 
course participants.
The pilot workshop trained 8 trainers from 
the Commissariat and other relevant Serbian 
institutions. Content focused on key aspects 
of mixed movements relevant to Serbia and the 
surrounding region, concluding with sessions on 
effective training delivery methods.

Joint Strategic Engagement - Egypt (English)
5 - 7 May 2025

In the framework of the process of transition 
to a state-led asylum system in Egypt, the Joint 
Strategic Engagement Exercise was held in 
Cairo from 5 to 7 May 2025, as a follow up to a 
preliminary online session that took place on April 
28, 2025, and focused on the key fundamentals of 
advocacy for protection.  
The initiative, organized upon the request of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR)’s representation in Egypt, aimed to 
further support UNHCR Egypt in identifying 
key advocacy opportunities and capacity gaps 
among government counterparts while enabling 
meaningful dialogue and collaboration. In 
particular, it was designed to equip UNHCR staff 
with the skills and tools necessary to conduct 
targeted protection analysis and design advocacy 
strategies that respond to the current protection 
environment and capitalize on available resources.
The Joint Strategic Engagement Exercise 
brought together 35 participants from UNHCR 
Egypt, operating across various units, including 
protection, coordination, program, and external 
relations. The exercise was delivered through a 

hybrid modality, allowing for participation both in 
person and virtually.
The core objectives of the initiative were to:

•	 Strengthen the capacity of staff to conduct 
protection analysis;

•	 Support the development of evidence-based 
advocacy strategies;

•	 Improve communication and negotiation skills 
for engagement with state actors;

•	 Foster a culture of peer-to-peer learning and 
collaborative planning.

Through a dynamic and interactive methodology, 
the initiative focused on the practical application 
of key concepts, enabling participants to translate 
theoretical frameworks into actionable strategies. 
Insightful group conversations were facilitated 
on the principles of advocating for protection, 
utilizing protection analysis tools to assess and 
address risks, and designing comprehensive 
advocacy strategies. 
Participants to the Engagement Exercise were 
exposed to best practices on how to conduct power 
mapping to identify and engage key stakeholders, 
craft compelling messages to advance their 
advocacy goals, and implement monitoring and 
evaluation mechanisms to measure impact and 
refine their approaches.

Training of Trainers on the Introductory Module 
on Statelessness (Serbian)
20 - 22 May 2025

Between 20 – 22 May 2025, the Department 
conducted a pilot workshop incorporating a 
Training-of-Trainers (ToT) component at the 
Migration Training Center in Plandište, Serbia. 
This workshop utilized the newly developed 
'Introductory Module on Statelessness,' designed 
by the Department for adoption into the Center’s 
training program.
Similarly to the above-mentioned ‘Introductory 
Module on Mixed Movements’, the development of 
this module was designed at the invitation of the 
UNHCR Representation in Serbia, with the purpose 
of creating a sustainable training resource for the 
ongoing program of the Migration Training Center 
of the Commissariat for Refugees and Migrations 
of the Republic of Serbia. The module provides 
comprehensive materials for trainers and future 
course participants.
The pilot workshop trained 10 trainers from 
the Commissariat and other relevant Serbian 
institutions and non-governmental organizations. 
Content focused on key aspects relevant to 
statelessness at the global level (including the 
international legal framework, key causes of 
statelessness, protection of stateless persons and 
status determination, prevention and reduction 
of statelessness) and specifically in the Serbian 
context (relevant national legal framework, 
persons at risk of statelessness in Serbia, key 
achievements and reforms made by Serbia, etc).
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Session on Protection at Sea: Legal Framework 
(English)
22 May 2025

On May 22, the Department delivered a session 
on ‘Protection at Sea: Legal Framework’ as part 
of ICRC’s Annual Team Meeting for Forensic Staff, 
that works on programs linked to Management 
of the Dead and aims at expanding it to include 
recovery from aquatic environments.

In particular, the presentation focused on:
•	 The legal frameworks governing maritime 

operations, including international 
humanitarian law, human rights law, and the 
law of the sea.

•	 Obligations of states and shipmasters to assist 
persons in distress at sea and the coordination 
of search and rescue efforts.

•	 The principle of non-refoulement and legal 
responsibilities for disembarkation and 
protection of rescued individuals.

Session on Displaced Persons: Applicable 
Protection Principles and Key Definitions 
(English)
5 June 2025

On June 5, the Department delivered a session 
on ‘Displaced Persons: Applicable Protection 
Principles and Key Definitions’ within the course 
on the Protection of Civilians, organized by the 
Military Department. The session was attended by 
15 participants from military personnel from 10 
different countries.
This session focused on the protection of IDPs 
and refugees in conflict settings. In particular, it 
covered the key legal frameworks, definitions, and 
protection principles for displaced populations, as 
well as the different types of human mobility in 
conflict—migration, displacement, evacuation—
and their protection needs. Participants were 
exposed to international laws and the roles of 
actors like UNHCR, ICRC, NGOs, and displaced 
communities. Using practical examples, the 
session highlighted challenges and good 
practices to ensure the safety, dignity, and rights 
of refugees and IDPs, emphasizing collaboration 
and community participation. 

Support to Academic Institutions

The Department actively supports academic 
institutions in a variety of ways. This includes 
the delivery of the Teaching Refugee Law Course, 
assisting in the design of academic curricula, 
delivering tailored sessions, and offering regular 
courses that strengthen the knowledge and 
research capacities of academics.
An example of this impact is the article "Mixed 
Movements, International Protection and 
Migration: Opportunities and Challenges from the 
Academy" published in 2025 by Harold Villegas 
Román of the University of Costa Rica. The article, 
inspired in part by our Regular Course on Mixed 

Movements that the researcher has attended, 
explores the vital role of academic institutions in 
addressing the complexities of mixed migration 
movements and international protection. It 
highlights how universities can contribute to both 
knowledge production and social transformation 
in this field. This collaboration reflects our ongoing 
commitment to advancing academic engagement 
in refugee and migration law through targeted 
learning, curriculum support, and expert training.

Security and Democratic Life in Latin America: 
Community and Police Working in Harmony
9 June –2 July 2025

During the month of June and early July, the 
Department of Special Projects for Latin America 
executed the Project “COMEPOLAR” in different 
regions of El Salvador. This Project had three main 
stages, each one geared towards a specific group 
of interest as follows.

Security and Democratic Life in Latin America: 
Community and Police Working in Harmony: 
Activities with community leaders and local 
officers
9 June –2 July 2025
 

We worked with community leaders deeply rooted 
in their social spheres and with local government 
officials in direct contact with the community. The 
goal was providing them with input to facilitate 
their work in addressing the problems that, for 
various reasons, afflict many communities in El 
Salvador.

Activities in San Salvador, San Miguel, La Paz, 
Santa Ana
Locations: Don Bosco University, Soyapango 
Campus, at the OWCC facilities, Dr. Andrés Bello 
University. 
Participants: 46 community leaders (28 women / 
18 men); 60 local officials (32 women / 28 men)
Collaborating institutions/organizations: Don 
Bosco University and the National Ombudsman 
Office of El Salvador (Spanish acronym PGN), Dr 
Andrés Bello University; PGN; San Miguel City Hall, 
La Paz City Hall, Ministry of Justice and Public 
Security. 
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Security and Democratic Life in Latin America: 
Community and Police Working in Harmony: 
Activities with local youth
9 June – 2 July 2025

 
The Project targeted youth groups following 
specific age brackets, to encourage their capacities 
and skills, as well as promoting their potential to 
positively contribute to their communities.
Activities in San Salvador, San Miguel, La Paz, 
Santa Ana
Locations: Don Bosco University, Soyapango 
Campus, Dr. Andrés Bello University, El Tuco 
Sports Center, El Palmar Multipurpose Center.
Participants: 104 young adults (69 women / 35 
men).
Collaborating institutions/organizations: Don 
Bosco University, Dr Andrés Bello University, PGN; 
San Miguel City Hall, La Paz City Hall, Ministry of 
Justice and Public Security, National Council for 
Early Childhood, Children, and Adolescents. 

Security and Democratic Life in Latin America: 
Community and Police Working in Harmony: 
Activities with Officers from the National Civil 
Police (Spanish acronym PNC) and the National 
Public Security Academy (Spanish acronym 
ANSP)
9 June – 1 July 2025

 
We complemented the work done with the 
neighborhood residents with work with the 
police force. We carried out training and capacity-
building activities to ensure the development of 
the officers including soft skills and intangible 
assets
Activities in San Salvador, San Miguel, La Paz, 
Santa Ana
Locations: Ilea San Salvador, Dr. Andrés Bello 
University, National Academy of Public Security.
Participants: 125 officers (18 women / 107 men).
Collaborating institutions/organizations: Ministry 
of Justice and Public Security; PNC; ANSP

Security and Democratic Life in Latin America: 
Community and Police Working in Harmony: 
Activities with Senior Officers of the National 
Civil Police (PNC) and the National Public 
Security Academy (ANSP)
9 – 13 June 2025 

In tandem with the aforementioned activity, we 
carried out activities with chief and senior officers 
of the institution to deepen police training 
standards, following the idea of quality over 
quantity, we certified evaluators by the institution 
(training of trainers).
Activities in San Salvador
Locations: Ilea San Salvador.
Participants: 30 officers (6 women / 24 men).
Collaborating institutions/organizations: Ministry 
of Justice and Public Security; PNC; ANSP

1st Online Course on Cultural Property 
Protection in the Event of Armed Conflict
Online, 9 – 30 May 2025

The Special Projects Department of the 
International Institute of Humanitarian Law 
proudly launched the 1st Online Course On Cultural 
Property Protection in the Event of Armed Conflict, 
held from 9 to 30 May 2025. The training provided 
participants with essential legal knowledge and 
key analytical tools to understand, apply, and 
comply with international legal frameworks 
governing the protection of cultural property 
and heritage during armed conflict. The course 
also aimed at promoting the use of the UNESCO 
Manual on the Protection of CPP, as a must-have 
reference for military, civilian and humanitarian 
personnel operating in the field. 
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The course brough together 17 international 
participants representing 11 nationalities. 
Over the weeks, participants deepen their legal 
knowledge and enhanced their anality skill 
through live and self-paced training session, 
exercises and case studies. The opening session 
featured an institutional welcome delivered by Mr 
Edoardo Gimigliano, Coordinator of the course, 
followed by a keynote lecture from Prof. Anne-
Marie Carstens on “The History and Fundamentals 
of CPP”.
The training was delivered under the coordination 
of the Department’s team, with the contributions 
from a distinguished group of facilitators and 
subject-matter experts, including: Dr Joris Kila 
(Senior Independent Expert on Cultural Property 
Protection), Prof. Kristin Hausler (Director, 
Centre for International  Law, British Institute 
of International and Comparative Law) Col. Tim 
Purbrick (Former Commander, British Army 
Cultural Property Protection Unit) Prof Zeynep Gül 
Ünal (Coordinator, Crisis Monitoring and Response 
Working Group; Vice President International 
Scientific Committee on Risk Preparedness), Prof 
Amra Hadžimuhamedović (Director, Centre for 
Cultural Heritage, International Forum Bosnia) 
and Dr Emma Cunliffe (Secretariat, Blue Shield 
International: Senior Research Associate, Cultural 
Property Protection and Peace; Newcastel 
University). 
The Special Projects Department extend its 
heartfelt congratulations to all participants for 
their commitment and engagement throughout 
this crucial training. 

Days of Culture for Human Rights
15 – 16 May 2025

The second edition of the Days of Culture for 
Human Rights was held at Villa Ormond on 15-
16 May. The event welcomed over 200 middle 
and high school students from local schools. 
Promoted by the Auxiliary Foundation of the 
International Institute of Humanitarian Law, the 
International Institute of Humanitarian Law and 
Fondazione Diritti Umani, this initiative aims to 
promote awareness of human rights and today’s 
most pressing challenges, with a particular focus 
on youth engagement. The two-day program 
included expert testimonies, film screenings and 

cultural activities designed to inspire reflection 
and dialogue. 
This year’s theme, “The Condition of Women in 
Afghanistan: an unknown reality” was explored 
during two morning sessions. Speakers included 
representatives from the organizing institutions 
as well as special guests: Afghan author Saliha 
Sultan, Dr. Flavia Mariani from NOVE Caring 
Humans, Afghan athlete Mahdia Sharifi, and 
war correspondent Barbara Schiavulli. Opening 
remarks were delivered by the Mayor of Sanremo, 
Alessandro Mager, and Liguria’s Regional 
Councillor, Marco Scajola. Also in attendance was 
Lt. General (ret.) Giorgio Battisti, President of the 
IIHL.
A key highlight of the event was the screening 
of “Radio Begum: The Voice of Resistance”, a 
powerful documentary made available thanks to 
the support of arte.tv, the free European streaming 
platform. 
Following the screenings and talks, students 
engaged directly with the speakers in dynamic 
Q&A sessions that addressed critical issues 
such as freedom of speech and press, rising 
fundamentalism, women’s rights and gender 
inequality, humanitarian crises, and the complex 
role of the international community in addressing 
these challenges.

The Department at the first UNESCO 
International Forum of the Civil-Military 
Alliance for the Protection of Cultural Property
16 May 2025

On May 16th, 2025, UNESCO hosted the first 
International Forum of the Civil-Military Alliance 
for the Protection of Cultural Property at its 
Headquarters. The Special Projects Department 
of the International Institute of Humanitarian 
Law, represented by its coordinator, was 
among the various stakeholders taking part 
in the Forum to explore good practices in civil-
military cooperation at the international and 
national levels, share knowledge on advanced 
technologies, and advocate for the establishment 
of specialized military units for the protection of 
cultural property. 
The Forum discussed and established the UNESCO 
Civil-Military Alliance Action Plan to defining the 
priority objectives and outcomes for the following 
coming years, to enhance the protection of 
cultural property in peacetime, during armed 
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conflict, occupation, and post-conflict situations 
by promoting effective cooperation between civil 
and military stakeholders.

The Department at the European Humanitarian 
Forum
19-20 May 2025

The International Institute of Humanitarian Law’s 
Special Projects Department took part in the fourth 
edition of the European Humanitarian Forum in May 
2025, represented by its Coordinator, contributing 
to the collective exchange on coordinated response 
strategies and the future of humanitarian action. 
The Forum’s programme featured high-level 
panels, interactive workshops, and Humanitarian 
Talks, offering a dynamic platform to engage with 
both thematic and geographic priorities shaping 
today’s humanitarian landscape.
With over 305 million people worldwide requiring 
urgent aid due to conflict, climate emergencies, 
food insecurity, and economic instability, the 
EU and its Member States gathered to address 
these urgent challenges in a Team Europe spirit, 
fostering an integrated approach to fragility and 
enhancing humanitarian diplomacy efforts.

GOTALK – Meeting in Antwerp
Antwerp, 2 – 3 April 2025

 
By implementing children councils within and 
outside of schools in Belgium and Italy, the 
GOTALK project aims to foster an inclusive, 
sustainable and impactful participation of 
children in decision-making, which is one of 
the priorities of the EU’s 2024 Children’s Rights 
Strategy.  Following two years of piloting activities 
in Antwerp (Belgium) and Reggio Emilia (Italy), 
the partners of the project met in Antwerp on 2nd 
and 3rd April to present the latest insights from 
piloting and to discuss several aspects of the final 
phase of the project. The final conference of the 
project will take place on 24th June in Antwerp.

DECITEL – First Project Meeting in Istanbul
Istanbul, 28-30 May 2025

 
The DeCiTeL (Democratic Citizenship Teaching 
and Learning) project officially began on 1st April 
2025. DeCiTeL aims to establish a sustainable 
alliance of teacher training institutions able to 
provide reference models, joint European degrees, 
learning materials, new curricula elements 
and innovative training courses for teachers of 
early childhood, primary and secondary schools 
involved in the teaching of democratic Citizenship 
Education and in the development of social, 
relational and civic competences for children 
and adolescents. The consortium consists of 
13 partners from 7 countries and is led by 
Bosphorus University (Türkiye). At the end of May, 
the partners held their first meeting in Istanbul, 
hosted by Bosphorus University, to collaboratively 
design the new teacher academy.

GOTALK – Final Conference in Antwerp
Antwerp, 24 June 

On 24th June, the final conference of the GOTALK 
project took place in Antwerp. GOTALK addresses 
three specific and problematic challenges in 
adolescents’ and children's participation in 
decision-making: inclusiveness, sustainability and 
tangible impact on decisions.  After two years 
of piloting activities in Antwerp (Belgium) and 
Reggio Emilia (Italy) with children aged 6 to 18, 
the partners of the project partners of the project 
met in Antwerp to present the latest insights 
from piloting and to discuss several aspects of 
the final phase of the project. The meeting was 
hosted by Karel de Grote Hogeschool and saw 
the participation of stakeholders from different 
countries to discuss strategies and practices to 
properly foster children participation.


