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Participation of the Institute President in the
Closing Ceremony of the Academic Year at the
Ecole des Commissaires des Armées

Salon de Provence, 1 July 2025
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On 1 July 2025, the President of the Institute, Lt.
General (rtd) Giorgio Battisti, together with the
Secretary General Gian Luca Beruto, attended the
closing ceremony of the academic year at the
Ecole des Commissaires des Armées in Salon-de-
Provence.

The ceremony was presided over by Commissaire
général hors classe Olivier Marcotte, Central
Director of the Service du Commissariat des
Armées. The presence of the President and the
Secretary General the enduring commitment
and the strong collaboration between the Ecole
des Commissaires des Armées and the Sanremo
Institute, highlighting the continuous exchange of
experience and the reinforcement of institutional
ties between the two organizations.

Sanremo Manual Update Project, Meeting of the
Group of Experts
Sanremo, 01-04 September 2025

In September the Institute hosted the first expert
meeting for the update of the Sanremo Manual on
International Law Applicable to Armed Conflict at
Sea. Originally completed in 1994, after years of
intense work, the Manual remains a cornerstone
of International Law governing armed conflicts
at sea, shaping naval doctrine worldwide and
inspiring numerous military manuals.

The meeting brought together 52 participants,
including 5 members of the Steering Committee,
7 members of the Drafting Committee and 40
Group of Experts from around the world with

different backgrounds, who contributed their
knowledge and experience.

The event opened with the institutional messages
from the Presidente of the Institute, Lt. Gen.
(rtd) Giorgio Battisti and Professor Emeritus
of International Law Fausto Pocar, Honorary
President of the Institute, followed by remarks
from Ms Berit Reiss-Andersen, spokesperson for
the Norwegian Red Cross, Project Manager and
Steering Committee Member.

The meeting was led by the Steering Committee,
in collaboration with the Norwegian Red Cross
and the ICRC. Its objectives are to reflect evolving
naval operations, legal developments and
emerging challenges. This important initiative
reaffirms the central role of the Sanremo Institute
in this landmark process. The Institute would
like to thank all the experts for their invaluable
contributions. Stay tuned for further updates.

48t Sanremo Round Table Press Conference
Sanremo Town Hall, 4 September 2025




On 4 September, the Institute officially opened
the 48™ Sanremo Round Table with a joint press
conference at Palazzo Bellevue, at the Sanremo’s
City Hall. Alongside the Mayor of Sanremo, Mr
Alessadro Mager, the President and the Secretary
General oftheSanremolInstitute unveiled thisyear’s
theme: “From Peace to War and Back: Putting IHL
at the Center”. During the conference, journalists
were presented with the latest conference data,
compared with last year’s figures and analyzed in
the context of current global challenges.

48%™ Sanremo Round Table on Current Issues of
IHL “From Peace to War and Back:Putting IHL at
the Center”

10-12 September 2025

“Compliance with IHL is not only about the
protection of human dignity in war, it is
also a bridge toward peace negotiations and
reconciliation, once the guns have fallen silent.”

* Except from the President’s remark during the
Round Table.

This years’ Sanremo Round Table brought
together 200 participants, including 142
attendees onsite at the beautiful Villa Ormond.
The conference featured 41 distinguished
speakers, from military, civilian, humanitarian
and academic backgrounds, who contributed to 7
interactive panels. The discussion focused on the
importance of International Humanitarian Law and
its applications before, during and after armed
conflict.

A notable keynote was delivered by Prof. Marco
Sassoli, Professor of International Law at the
University of Geneva and Member of the Institute.
The conference opened with welcome remarks
from the President of the Institute, Lt. Gen.
(rtd) Giorgio Battisti; the Mayor of Sanremo, Mr
Alessandro Mager, the Councilor of the Liguria
Region Mr Marco Scajola; Director General of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the
Principality of Monaco, Ms Isabelle Rosabrunetto
and the President of the Italian Red Cross, Mr
Rosario Maria Gianluca Valastro. A recorded
messages was also shared by the President of the
ICRC, Ms Mirjana Spoljaric. Each of them offered
a valuable perspective on the challenges and
relevance of IHL today.
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With participants from 45 countries across 5
continents, this truly international event fostered
meaningful dialogue on pressing issues in
International Humanitarian Law. Additionally, this
year marked the reintroduction of the English-
Arabic interpretation service, resumed for the
first time since the COVID-19 pandemic. This
initiative facilitated broader engagement and led
to a significant increase of the participation from
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkiye, Iraq, Jordan and
Libya.

The conference further explored the preventive
and de-escalatory potential of humanitarian rules,
the role of IHL compliance in conflict resolution
and ceasefire negotiations, and long-term societal
impact of adherence of customary and treaty-
based IHL obligations.

Signing of the Cooperation Agreement for the
decentralization of International Humanitarian
Law Training in Abidjan

11 September 2025

During the 48" Sanremo Round Table on Current
Issues of International Humanitarian Law (IHL), a
delegation from the CADHA (Coordination Africaine
des Droits de ’'Homme pour les Armées) and the
IADHA (Institut Africain des Droits de I’'Homme
pour les Armées ) together with the Institute, and
with the support of the Embassy of Cote d’lvoire
in Italy and the participation of Ambassador
Nogozene Bakayoko, signed a Cooperation
Agreement aimed at decentralizing training
activities in International Humanitarian Law to
Abidjan.The signing of this Agreement represents
a significant milestone not only for Céte d’lvoire
and the West African subregion, but also for the
African continent as a whole. The partnership will
strengthen the capacities of State officials, defense
and security forces, and humanitarian personnel,
while also fostering research and dissemination
of the fundamental principles of International
Humanitarian Law — thereby contributing to the
promotion of a culture of law and peace. In light
of the current international and African context,
the signatories reaffirmed the importance of
upholding International Humanitarian Law and
international human rights as essential pillars
for the peace and security of States and peoples,
committing to enhancing training, research, and
dissemination in IHL, with a particular focus on
the African continent.




Targeting Course
Sanremo, 22 - 26 September

The Targeting Course - 2025 Edition has
successfully concluded, bringing together 23
participants from 14 countries, reflecting the
truly international nature of this year’s program.
Participants have had the opportunity to enhance
their expertise, exchange diverse perspectives,
and strengthen international collaboration.
The primary aim of the course is to provide
military officers, including operators and military
lawyers, as well as civilian professionals, with the
opportunity to learn how to apply the principles
and rules of the Laws of Armed Conflict (LOAC)
effectively in complex operational contexts.

The Targeting Course plays a critical role in
addressing the complex challenges of modern
armed conflict. As targeting decisions continue to
have profoundlegaland humanitarianimplications,
the ability to apply International Humanitarian
Law (IHL) principles with precision, consistency,
and operational relevance is more important than
ever. This course seeks to equip practitioners with
the necessary tools to make lawful and responsible
decisions in increasingly dynamic and contested
environments. Your participation reflects a shared
commitment to upholding these standards in
the conduct of hostilities. We extend our sincere
appreciation to our distinguished teaching staff,
whose expertise, professionalism, and dedication
were instrumental in the success of the course.
Our gratitude also goes to all participants for their
active engagement, insightful contributions, and
commitment throughout the program.

44™ Online Course on International Refugee
Law in Arabic
Online, 1 - 31 July 2025

The 44™ Online Course on International Refugee
Law, delivered in Arabic, gathered 49 participants
from 10 countries. With the support of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the
programme brought together a diverse group
of stakeholders, including government officials,
diplomats, members of the judiciary, academics,
representatives of civil society, non-governmental
and international organizations, refugee-led
initiatives, as well as people with lived experience
of forced displacement.

The curriculum further delved into key aspects of
refugee protection, offering an in-depth analysis
of International Refugee Law and its intersections
with other legal frameworks. Through a blend of
interactive live sessions and self-paced learning,
participants examined the multiple phases
of displacement. By addressing the drivers of
displacement and the protection risks that may
arise along the way, the course highlighted
approaches to achieve durable and sustainable
solutions from the outset. This edition introduced
a new self-paced session on mixed movements
and other categories on the move, as well as a
live session on climate-induced displacement,
expanding participants’ knowledge on emerging
issues in international protection.

The following guest speakers joined the Sanremo
Team in facilitating the training: Dr. Thibaut
Fleury Graff, International Law Professor,
University Panthéon-Assas; UNHCR judge, French
National Court for Asylum; Mr. Ramy Abdelhady;
Chief Judge and PhD Candidate, University of
Bristol; Mr. Alexander Oturu, Assistant Director
and Southwest Zonal Coordinator, National
Commission for Refugees, Migrants and Internally
Displaced Persons; Ms. Nina Birkeland, Senior
Adviser on Climate Change and Displacement,
Norwegian Refugee Council; Prof. John Young,
Senior Facilitator, UNHCR Global Learning and
Development Centre; Mr. Kristijan Mihajlovski,
International Refugee Law expert and lecturer;
Dr. Ainhoa Campas Velasco, Lecturer, School of
Law, University of Southampton; Mr. Matthew
Fader, Leader of Volunteer Operations, Swedish
Sea Rescue Society; Ms. Morgane Nicot, Team
Leader, Knowledge Development and Innovation
in the Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling
Section, UNODC; Ms. Ghada Abdullah, Mentorship
and capacity building consultant; Ms. Menna
Roshdy, Associate Coordinator, Department of
International Refugee Law and Migration Law,
IIHL; Mr. Hayat Akbari, Research and Development
Consultant, bonigi; Ms. Eve Lester; Founding
Director, bonigi; international expert on the
human rights of refugees and migrants; Ms. Marie
Eychenne, Senior Protection Associate, UNHCR;
Ms. Bénédicte Voos, Senior Legal Officer, Division
of International Protection, UNHCR.

The online course was directed by Mr. Claudio
J. Delfabro D., Director of the Department, and
coordinated by Ms. Menna Roshdy, Associate
Coordinator, Department of International Refugee
Law and Migration Law.

Session on Migration et Trafic d’Etre Humains
Empruntant les Voies Maritimes

French

1 July 2025

In July 2025, Ambassador Michel Veuthey,
former Vice-President of the Institute, delivered
a dedicated session on Migration et Trafic d’Etre
Humains Empruntant les Voies Maritimes on behalf
of the Department at the prestigious Académie
de la Mer de Monaco. The session brought




together 42 participants representing a wide
array of institutional, academic, and professional
backgrounds.

The session offered a timely opportunity to
reflect on the complexities of maritime migration
and the intersecting challenges of trafficking in
persons, international protection, and human
rights. The engagement reaffirmed the Institute’s
longstanding commitment to contributing to
expert discussions and capacity-building efforts
across different thematic areas and institutional
contexts.

Session on Military Police and IDPs in English
8 July 2025

On Tuesday, 8 July, the Lead Coordinator of the
Department of International Refugee Law and
Migration Law, Clara de Haro Arbona, delivered
two modules on the protection of internally
displaced persons during the 19th International
Military Police Course (IMP19) organised by the
Center of Excellence for the Stabilization of Police
Forces (CoESPu), based in Vicenza (ltaly). The
CoESPU is a Carabinieri think tank working in
partnership with the US Global Peace Operations
Initiative to help build global capacity for United
Nations and Regional Peace Support Operations
by training peacekeeping forces.

The session was attended by 20 participants, out
of which the majority was composed of Military
and Police Officers from Italy, North Macedonia,
the Republic of Korea, and Senegal.

The modules aimed to discuss the extent of
internal displacement in today's world and how the
protection of internally displaced people unfolds
at the intersection with the safety of civilians
under International Humanitarian Law and other
branches of International and National Law.

Draft Global
in the

Expert Meeting on

Recommendations on Statelessness
Context of Climate Change in English
Sanremo, 8 - 9 July 2025
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On 8-9 July 2025, the Department was honored
to host the Expert Workshop on the Draft Global
Recommendations on Statelessness in the Context
of Climate Change, co-organized with the Peter
McMullin Centre on Statelessness and UNHCR at
our headquarters in Sanremo.

The workshop convened 17 leading experts from
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differentdisciplines to critically review and advance
the draft Recommendations on Statelessness in the
Context of Climate Change, with a focus on their
practical operationalization. Discussions were rich
and constructive, addressing key challenges faced
by stateless persons and at-risk populations in the
face of the climate crisis. Grounded in the 1954
and 1961 Conventions and aligned with the Global
Action Plan 2.0 and the Global Alliance to End
Statelessness, the Recommendations aim to guide
States in preventing and reducing statelessness
while strengthening legal protection in an era of
accelerating climate risks.

Ukraine Recovery Conference in English
9 July 2025

As part of the Ukrainian Recovery Conference
2025, the Department participated in the side
event “ONE NATION - MANY HOMES: From Local
Leadership to Transnational Reintegration”, held
on 9 July. Martina Ranieli, Head of the Institutional
Engagement Unit, intervened during the panel on
“Integrating IDP Councils into Ukraine’s Recovery
Process” to share concrete experiences from the
Institute’s work on supporting participatory and
protection-sensitive responses to displacement.
She highlighted three central pillars of the
Department’s approach: the creation of neutral and
inclusive spaces for dialogue between displaced
communities and authorities; targeted support to
displaced leaders in crafting and conveying their
advocacy messages at national and international
levels; and the role of the Institute as a trusted
convener of States, civil society, UN agencies, and
academia. The event underscored the importance
of inclusive governance, legal standards, and
local leadership in shaping a just and sustainable
recovery for Ukraine.

Teaching about Asylum and Migration in
English
Online Workshop, 10 July 2025

On 10 July, the Director of the Department of
International Refugee Law and Migration Law,
Mr. Claudio Delfabro, presented in a panel in
the “Teaching about Asylum and Migration
Online Workshop”. The workshop aimed to
reflect on the challenges posed by teaching on
asylum and migration amidst the rise of anti-
immigration sentiment globally, as well as share
innovative practices, and was organized as part
of the EUMIGSEC Jean Monnet Chair at Dublin City
University. It was attended by 39 participants, the




majority of which were academics.

In the panel, Mr. Delfabro shared best practices
implemented in the “Online Course on Forced
Displacement in Today’s World: From Theory to
Practice”. His intervention highlighted the course’s
combination of teaching the legal framework
with insights from persons with lived experience
of displacement and practitioners in the field,
providing participants with crucial insights into the
realities of forced displacement. It also illustrated
the focus on practical application with the use of
the case study throughout the course, reinforcing
learned concepts through digital tools.

18" Online Course on International Migration
Law in English
Online, 8 September - 3 October 2025
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Conducted in English, the 18" Online Course
on International Migration Law was designed to
advance knowledge of laws, principles, and policies
relevant to the protection of migrants and others
requiring international protection. The course
welcomed 47 participants from 27 countries,
representing national and local governmental and
judicial institutions, academia, UN agencies and
other international organizations, as well as local
and international non-governmental organizations
and civil society.

The course provided a comprehensive overview
of migration issues from multiple perspectives,
highlighting both the responsibilities of States
and the rights and duties of migrants. The
sessions involved examining international legal
frameworks on migration and protections for
vulnerable groups, such as refugees, victims of
trafficking and smuggled individuals. Participants
engaged in discussions on the complex nature
of modern migration, exploring trends, causes,
journeys, and related risks, integration in host
countries, and return and reintegration in home
countries. Additionally, the course examined
essential elements of migration governance
and its connection to sustainable development,
emphasizing recent initiatives arising from the
Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular
Migration.

The following guest speakers joined the Sanremo
Team in facilitating the training: Ms. Pia Oberoi,
Senior Advisor on Migration and Human Rights
(Asia Pacific), Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights Regional Office;
Ms. Caterina Francesca Guidi, DTM Research
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and Data Consultant, International Organization
for Migration; Mr. lan Kysel, Associate Clinical
Professor of Law, Cornell Law School; Ms. Wilma

Isaboke, Senior Learning and Development
Associate, UNHCR; Ms. Eulalia Figueras,
Senior International Migration Law Specialist,

International Organization for Migration; Mr.
Stéphane Jaquemet, Director of Advocacy and
Chief Operations Officer, International Catholic
Migration Commission; Ms. Madeline Page,
Special Advisor Regular Pathways, International
Organization for Migration; Ms. Andrea Ortiz,
Regional Coordination Officer MENA (Regular
Pathways Secretariat), International Organization
for Migration; Ms. Dr. Eve Lester, Founding Director
of bonigi and International Expert on the Human
Rights of Refugees and Migrants; Mr. Hayat Akbari,
Research and Development Consultant, bonigi;
Ms. Sanjula Weerasinghe, Global Coordinator on
Migration and Displacement, IFRC; Ms. Giorgia
Linardi, Sea-Watch Spokesperson; Ms. Morgane
Nicot, Team Leader, Knowledge Development and
Innovation in the Human Trafficking and Migrant
Smuggling Section, United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime; Mr. Erick Hernandez Benitez,
Partnership Lead, Candle of Hope Foundation;
Ms. Marina Cakic, Return and Reintegration
Focus Officer, International Organization for
Migration; Ms. Corantine Groccia, Return and
Reintegration Officer, International Organization
for Migration; and Ms. Johanna Gelves, Migration
expert and consultant. The online course was
directed by Mr. Claudio J. Delfabro D., Director of
the Department, and coordinated by Ms. Abigail
Stoffer Ghercea, Associate Coordinator, with the
support of Ms. Cyrine Bettaieb, Project Assistant
of the Department.

19%* Online Course on International Migration
Law in Spanish
Online, 8 September - 3 October 2025

The 19* edition of the Course on International

Migration Law was conducted in Spanish,
with a particular focus on Latin America and
the Caribbean. The programme gathered 39
participants from 12 countries, representing
national and local governmental and judicial
institutions, academia, as well as local and
international non-governmental organizations
and civil society. The programme offered an in-
depth overview of the key elements shaping
migration dynamics, highlighting both the
obligations and concerns of States and the rights




and responsibilities of migrants. It examined the
main international legal instruments related to
migration, as well as the applicable framework for
other persons on the move. Through interactive
exercises, participants and facilitators engaged in
dynamic discussions, exchanging good practices
and experiences from across the region. Complex
issues were addressed, including detention
and alternatives to detention, trafficking and
smuggling, integration in host countries as a
driver of development, return and reintegration
in countries of origin, and the importance of
developing regular migration pathways as safe
alternatives to dangerous journeys. A new
session on climate change and human mobility
was introduced, reflecting the growing impact
of climate change and disasters on migration
dynamics. The following guest speakers joined
the Sanremo Team in facilitating the training:
Mr. Felipe Gonzalez Morales, Former UN Special
Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants;
Ms. Ximena Canal Laiton, Mixed Migration
Center for Latin America and the Caribbean; Mr.
Edwin Guillermo Viales Mora, IOM; Mr. Ignacio
Odriozola, Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights; Mr. Pablo Ceriani Cernadas, Committee on
the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers
and Members of Their Families (CMW); Ms. Eulalia
Figueras Civit, IOM; Ms. Romina I. Sijniensky,
former Deputy Secretary, Inter-American Court of
Human Rights; Mr. Alfredo Lépez Rita, National
Commission for Refugees, Argentina; Ms.
Michela Macchiavello, IOM Regional Office for the
Americas and the Caribbean; Mr. Olivier Tenes,
IOM Regional Office for the Americas and the
Caribbean; Mr. Juan Carlos Méndez, Platform on
Disaster Displacement; Mr. Andrés Pérez Esquivel,
Development Bank of Latin America and the
Caribbean; Ms. Carolina Gottardo, International
Detention Coalition (IDC); Ms. Alejandra Gomez
Ortiz, IOM Mexico; Ms. Johanna Saenz, United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP); Ms.
Maria Olave, International Labour Organization
(ILO); Mr. Carlos Andrés Pérez Gallego, UNODC;
and Ms. Johanna Gelves, Migration Consultant and
Specialist.

The online course was directed by Mr. Claudio
J. Delfabro D., Director of the Department, and
coordinated by Ms. Ludovica Montaldi, Associate
Coordinator, with the support of Ms. Adriana
Hildebrandt, Project Assistant of the Department.

ExCom Training - Editions | & Il in English
August 26 - October 1

Building on the successful partnership with
R-SEAT and LEARRN, the Department supported
the organization and implementation of the
Geneva Advocacy Training for Refugee Leaders
ahead of the Executive Committee of the High
Commissioner's Programme (UNHCR ExCom),
which was hosted in Geneva between October
6-10, 2025. The training was intended for
advocates with lived experience of displacement
who are attending ExCom in October of this year
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and it welcomed a total of 30 participants with a
lived experience of forced displacement, divided
into two cohorts.

The training aimed to equip participants with
essential knowledge to effectively engage in
technical discussions, which are central to
shaping global refugee policies. Over the course
of six weeks, they had the opportunity to deepen
their understanding of the global refugee regime,
strengthen their advocacy skills, and explore
effective ways to contribute to international policy
spaces. The training comprised pre-recorded talks
and readings and weekly virtual discussion group
meetings.

Protection and

Workshop on International

Solutions for Syria
Arabic
Sanremo, 15 - 18 September 2025

From 15 to 18 September 2025, in collaboration
with the UNHCR MENA Regional Bureau and with
support from the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the Department held a Workshop on International
Protection and Solutions at the Sanremo Institute
in Italy. Delivered in Arabic, the workshop brought
together 28 participants from Egypt, Iraq, Jordan,
Lebanon, and Syria, including mid- and senior-
level national authorities, technical staff engaged
in migration management and asylum, as well
as UNHCR staff. The programme strengthened
stakeholder expertise in refugee protection,
addressing global trends, legal frameworks,
national security considerations, UNHCR’s
mandate, and durable solutions, with a full day
dedicated to the issue of return. It also provided a
platform for dialogue, exchange of best practices,
and collaboration to tackle the challenges faced
by forcibly displaced Syrians

JDC Marketplace (World Bank) in English and
Arabic
Sanremo, 18 - 19 September 2025

The World Bank-UNHCR Joint Data Center on
Forced Displacement and the International
Institute of Humanitarian Law (Sanremo Institute)
designed and delivered the first in-person
edition of the Marketplace Research on Forced
Displacement event, which took place between




September 18-19, 2025, in Sanremo (Italy) at
the Institute’s premises, Villa Ormond. As part
of the JDC’s broader Knowledge Agenda, the
Marketplace was designed to foster collaboration
between 14 quantitative researchers and data
experts and 8 policymakers and practitioners, to
address the needs for research and data evidence
required for drafting and implementing policies
on forced displacement. Additionally, this in-
person event aimed to lay the foundation for the
online Marketplace Platform that will facilitate
ongoing exchange, connecting evidence needs
with research capacity.
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Session on Climate Change and Human Mobility
19 September 2025

On September 19, the Head of the Institutional
Engagement Unit, Ms. Martina Ranieli, delivered
an online session on “Climate Change and Human
Mobility” for the International Catholic University
in Japan. The session gathered eight students
from Gambia, Zimbabwe, Ghana, Tunisia, Japan/
Turkey, and Japan to examine how environmental
change is reshaping migration patterns worldwide.
The discussion opened with an overview of climate
change, its human causes, and recent trends such
as global warming, extreme weather, rising seas,
and desertification, which increasingly threaten
livelihoods. Attention then turned to human
mobility, distinguishing between voluntary and
forced migration, internal displacement, and cross-
border movement, while noting that climate stress
often interacts with conflict and poverty to drive
displacement. Frameworks guiding responses
were reviewed, and legal considerations were
highlighted, especially the absence of climate-
induced displacement in the 1951 Refugee
Convention and its potential connection to
statelessness as small island states face territorial
loss. Overall, the dialogue emphasized the need
for integrated global and national responses that
uphold human dignity and resilience in the face of
climate-driven mobility.
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Training of Trainers on the Introductory Module
on Internal Displacement (Commissariat for
Refugees and Migrations of the Republic of
Serbia)

23 - 25 September 2025

The Department has been supporting the
Commissariat for Refugees and Migrations of
Serbia as part of an MPTF (Multi-Partner Trust
Fund) project through UNHCR Serbia, to develop a
set of training materials on internal displacement
that will be hosted as part of the program of
the Commissariat's Migration Training Center in
Serbia

The materials were used to pilot a workshop
combined with a training of trainers for a group
of eight trainers identified by the Commissariat
(23 - 25 September 2025), and the Department
will finalize the materials and share them with
the Commissariat before they organize a pilot
workshop for participants from Serbian state
institutions and non-governmental organizations.
The training module covers topics ranging from the
definition of IDPs and the (international, regional,
national) legal and policy framework, across
vulnerability and protection in displacement, to
designing effective legal and policy instruments
on internal displacement and durable solutions
for IDPs.

Project “SECURITY AND DEMOCRATIC LIFE IN
LATIN AMERICA: COMMUNITY AND POLICE
WORKING IN HARMONY”

15 September 2025

[

SEGURIDAD Y VIDA
DEMOCRATICA

EN AMERICA LATINA:
COMUNIDAD ¥ POLICIA
TRABAJANDO EN ARMONIA

Espafiol - Inglés - ltallans

At the end of the first half of September 2025,
this Project’s Technical Report (480 pages) was
published in print and digital formats (available
in Spanish, English, and Italian). This pubblication
covers the activities, findings, results, and
recommendations that arose from the work
carried out within the framework of the Project
“Security and Democratic Life in Latin America:
Community and Police Working in Harmony”
(Spanish acronym COMEPOLAR), which the Special
Projects Department developed in the Republic
of El Salvador (November 14, 2024 / October 20,
2025), with the financial support of the Direzione
generale per la mondializzazione e le questioni




globali (DGMO) del Ministero degli Affari Esteri e
della Cooperazione Internazionale of Italy. This
publication includes a “Summarized Handbook”
detailing the certification of police institutions
process in Latin America, with a special focus on
so-called soft skills.

The digital version of the publication can be
consulted on the IIHL website (https://iihl.org/
wp-content/uploads/Comepolar.pdf).

Project “SECURITY AND DEMOCRATIC LIFE IN
LATIN AMERICA: COMMUNITY AND POLICE
WORKING IN HARMONY”

Online, 07 August 2025
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Dr. Juan Ricardo Gémez Hecht

As part of the Project “Security and Democratic Life
in Latin America: Community and Police Working
in Harmony” (Spanish acronym COMEPOLAR),
developed by the Special Projects Department
with the financial support of the Direzione
Generale per la Mondializzazione e le Questioni
Globali del Ministero degli Affari Esteri e della
Cooperazione Internazionale of Italy, a free public
webinar was held on Thursday, August 7, 2025,
between 20:00 and 22:00. (Rome time). The
webinar described the activities carried out in the
Project, the results obtained, the findings, and
the conclusions reached. The webinar featured
the Project Director, Prof. Roberto A. Moreno and
the Project Coordinator, Dr. Alejandrina Maria
José Sanabria Cérdova. The webinar also included
interventions by Dr. Luis A. Campos Flores, Mario
A. Esparza Zamora, Dr. Antonio Gil Fons, Jorge
L. Hernandez Ramos, Dr. Marcos P. Moloeznik,
Thelma Pérez and Lic Hezir Rosales. Renowend
expert Dr. Juan R. Gbmez Hecht was also featured
as a guest speaker. The event was moderated by
Lina Munar Guevara. The webinar reached over a
hundred people who joined in from different parts
of the globe and contributed to the experience
with their questions and comments.

25%* Sanremo Summer School
Sanremo, 30 June - 11 July 2025

On Monday 30 June the Special Project Department
at the International Institute of Humanitarian Law
proudly kicked off the 25™ Sanremo Summer
School. Held from 30 June to 11 July 2025, the
coursewelcomed 24 participantsfrom 13 countries,
including staff from UN agencies, international
organizations and governmental institutions,
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engaging them in insightful discussions with
leading global experts. The programme aimed to
deepen participant’s understanding by blending
theorical insights with the hands-on case studies
and practical exercises.

The first week provided a comprehensive
introduction to International Humanitarian Law,
exploring its basic rules and principles, the
methods and means of warfare, and key issues
of accountability. These sessions were led by
Brig. Gen. Karl Edlinger, Course Director and
Col. Mark Dakers, former Director of the Military
Department. The week also covered topics such as
International Criminal Law procedures, the gender
dimension of armed conflicts and the protection
of water resources and related infrastructure,
offering participants a rich reflection on today’s
humanitarian challenges.

During the second week, the Refugee
Department led three days of session focused
on the International Protection Framework,
the institution of asylum and related security
considerations, inclusion and exclusion criteria,
as well as other categories of persons in need of
protection. Participants also explored issues such
as trafficking in persons, smuggling of migrants,
protection at sea, and durable solutions. The final
days were dedicated to International Disaster Law
and concluded in group presentations, where
participants shared insights and experiences on
contemporary challenges in humanitarian action.
This edition of the Sanremo Summer School once
again achieved a balance between theory and
practice, adopting a participatory and creative
teaching methodology. Sessions featured a blend
of lectures, presentations, case studies, group
work and interactive activities, fostering dynamic
engagement and peer learning.

At the conclusion of the programme, participants
were awarded an official certificate of attendance
by the Sanremo Institute, marking the successful
completion of this enriching learning journey.
A heartfelt thank you goes to all facilitators and
experts whose dedication and expertise made this
year’s edition a success.

Publication of the Proceedings of the 47%"
Sanremo Round Table 2024
1 September 2025

The Institute published the Proceeding of the 47t
Sanremo Round Table on Current Issues of IHL on
the topic of “From the Battle of Solferino of 1859
to the Geneva Conventions of 1949”. The 47"




Round Table, jointly organised by the Sanremo
Institute in collaboration with the Interantional
Committee of the Red Cross, was held at Villa
Ormond, from 11 to 12 September 2024. Its
Proceeding examined the historical continuum
from the Battle of Solferino to the codification of
the Geneva Conventions in 1949, exploring the
transformative journey of IHL, fostering a deeper
understanding of the development of IHL and
acknowledging the importance of humanitarian
principles in shaping landscaped of modern
conflict resolutions and protection of vulnerable
populations.

FROM THE BATTLE

OF SOLFERINO OF 1859
TO THE GENEVA
CONVENTIONS OF 1949
Challesges and Future Prospects

of Jutermational Hiwawitarian Lazo

Expert Workshop on International Humanitarian
Law and Civilian Harm Mitigation
29 September - 1 October 2025

On 29% September 2025 the Special Projects
Department launched the Expert Workshop on
IHL and Civilian Harm Mitigation organised in
partnership with the United Nations Department
of Peace Operations (DPO).

The workshop brought together 28 participants
from a wide range of backgrounds, including
legal experts, practitioners, academics,
military personnel, and staff from UN agencies,
international organisations, and NGOs. Over the
course of three days, they exchanged knowledge,
shared perspectives, and actively engaged in this
crucial dialogue on protecting civilians in armed
conflict, fostering collaboration and innovative
approaches to mitigate civilian harm.

The first two days featured insightful sessions
on the Civilian Harm Mitigation, concept, key IHL
principles related to mitigating harm to civilians
on the ground, their interplay, and the roles
and responsibilities of different actors. In the
final sessions, experts discussed the challenges,
opportunities, and future directions at the
intersection of CHM and IHL compliance strategies.
While perspectives varied, all participants
agreed on the importance of strengthening the
complementarity between CHM and IHL, with the
ultimate goal of reducing civilian harm in armed
conflict. The Special Projects Department would
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like to thank all participants for their valuable
contributions and looks forward to continuing
these conversations in the near future.

LICEAL - End Of Policy Lab Cycle and Final
Conference
Brussels, 3 July

The LICEAL project aims to bridge the conceptual
gap between employability and transversal
competences in adult education. As part of this
project, Policy Labs were held in five different
countries with the support of all partners. IIHL
organised a Policy Lab in Bologna with a first
meeting in January, hosted by the university
of Bologna, and a second meeting on 23" May
hosted by the Emilia-Romagna region in its
Bologna offices. Several stakeholders gathered to
discuss issues and challenges in adult education,
before dividing into groups to design detailed
action paths to tackle specific challenges. A set of
policy recommendations was produced using the
suggestions which emerged during the Policy Lab
cycle: these recommendations were presented in
the final conference of the project, which took
place in Brussels on 3™ July. Feedback from the
conference was highly positive and allowed to
validate the resulting Policy Framework and the
individual recommendations. At the European
level, the result of these reflections could be
an incentive to activate learning places and

processes that integrate traditional vocational
training and adult education not strictly aimed
at the workplace, but at a broader concept of
personal and professional growth consistent with
the expectations of many citizens.




